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post only half a month. Liu Kuei's wife was brought to him In the
trial hall and there weeping and wailing she told her story. The
robber was seized and under the prodding of instruments of tor-
ture, confessed everything. He was sentenced to death and the
case was sent up to the throne for review. An edict was issued after
die usual period of sixty days ordering the immediate execution
of the robber. The original trial official was demoted for miscar-
riage of justice, and the authorities were charged to* seek out the
nearest kin of the concubine and Tsui Ning and to compensate
them for the injustice done. Since Liu Kuei's wife had married
the robber under duress and since she was instrumental in aveng-
ing her husband's death, she was given half of the robber's prop-
erty, the other half being confiscated.
After watching the execution, Liu Kuei's wife took the robber's
head and made offerings at the tomb of her husband and those
of the concubine and Tsui Ning. She gave her share of the rob-
ber's estate to the temples and devoted the rest of her long life
to praying for the dead.
Good and evil both end up in the grave
But a jest may bring about untimely death.
So pray remember always to tell the truth
For the tongue is ever at the bottom of calamity.